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Sermon at the Dedication of a Church.* 
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This day is a day of great rejoicing for you. Your hopes and 
wishes of many years have been realized. The work undertaken 
by you has been prospered by the blessing of the Almighty. With- 
out serious mishap the building of this church has been completed. 
You now have a stately church building. We are well able to un- 
derstand your rejoicings to-day, and have come from far and near 
to join you in your expressions of joy and thanksgiving. 

And now let me ask, For what purpose did you go to the great 
expense of money and time and care the building of this church has 
entailed on you? Did you do it in order that people might admire 
your liberality, pluck, and energy? Those were the motives which 
prompted the people after the Flood to undertake the building of 
the tower of Babel. But those motives were displeasing to the Lord. 
He came down from heaven and frustrated their proud plans. No, 
I am persuaded such were not your motives. 

For what purpose, then, did you build this church? My friends, 
you profess to be Christians, and I hope you all are Christians. Now 
a Christian in all his doings strives after only two objects: the glory 
of his God and the welfare of his fellow-man. And I am persuaded 
these and only these are the objects you seek to attain by the erec- 
tion of this church; or, to put it into different words, the glory of God 
and the salvation of sinners. This church is to be a house of God. 


* This sermon was preached at an occasion when the English audience 
was made up chiefly of such as were of sectarian church connection, or with- 
out any church connection. The author looked upon the occasion princi- 
pally as a missionary occasion, and with this in mind prepared the sermon. 
With slight changes it might be used also for missionary gatherings. 
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This morning you have solemnly consecrated it to the service of the 
Triune God. In this house only the praises of Him shall be declared 
who is worthy of praise and adoration. Not the achievements of 
man, not his glory, but the wonderful works of God are to be the 
burden of all song and of all preaching heard within these sacred 
walls. And, on the other hand, this church is to be a place whither 
poor sinners may repair to find the healing of their soul, where they 
may learn the way of salvation, learn how to get rid of their burden 
of sin, and how to obtain the grace of God and eternal salvation. 

When shall this purpose be attained? I would now, by the 
grace of God, answer from our text the question: 


WHEN SHALL THE PURPOSE FOR WHICH YOU HAVE BUILT 
THIS CHURCH BE ATTAINED? 


St. Paul, in our text, answers this question thus: 


I. When the doctrine of salvation by the works of the Law shall 
be scrupulously excluded from it, and 


II. When salvation by faith alone shall be preached in tt. 


i 


Our text is taken from an extended argument which St. Paul 
closes with the words of our text: ‘‘ Therefore we conclude that a man 
is justified by faith without the deeds of the Law.’’ Paul is speaking 
of justification, or how man is justified before God. He is dealing 
with that all-important question how man can become pleasing in 
the sight of God, so that God finds no fault with him, but declares 
him just and righteous and fit to enter heaven. 

There was a time, my friends, when such a discourse would 
have been entirely out of place, yea, an affront and insult to God 
and man, when a treatise on justification would have been as vain 
as, for example, a treatise on how to make the light of the sun bril- 
liant. For there was a time when man was just, when he was pleas- 
ing to God, when not even God could find a fault, or spot, or blemish 
in man, when man was fit to enter heaven in his natural condition, 
to-wit, the time immediately after the creation of man. God had 
created man in His image and after His likeness. Man, as he pro- 
ceeded from the hands of his Maker, was very good, perfectly right- 
eous and holy. God loved man, and man loved God. They were 
on the closest terms of intimacy, and man was superbly happy and 
blessed in this union with his God. 

But alas! it was thus with man, it isso no more. The glorious 
crown has fallen from his brow. Man gave ear to the voice of the 
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tempter. He chose to believe the voice of Satan rather than the 
voice of his Creator who had showered blessings without number 
upon his head. Man sinned. Only two words, but what a ponder- 
ous burden in these words! Man sinned, that means, he became a 
willing servant of Satan. Man sinned, he lost his righteousness 
and holiness. His entire heart and nature is now become corrupt. 
He is inclined to all that is evil. Now the Scriptures say of man: 
‘‘There is none righteous, no, not one. There is none that under- 
standeth,”’ etc. Rom.3,10—18. And again: ‘‘Every imagination 
of the thoughts of his heart is only evil continually.’’? Gen. 6, 5; 
8, 21. That is the verdict of Scriptures. And your own experience 
bears out this verdict as correct. We all are more ready to do that 
which we ought not to do than what we should do. To do evil 
comes natural to us; it requires no effort on our part. Consequently 
it is true, there is none righteous, no, not one. And it is equally 
true, that we are by nature children of wrath, Eph. 2,3, under God’s 
judgment and condemnation. The blessed union between God and 
man is disrupted. Instead of friendship, and love, and harmony, 
and peace, there is hatred, disharmony, discord, enmity between 
' God and man. 

The blessed union between God and man disrupted, how can 
it be reestablished? How can man, the sinner, regain the favor of - 
God and be justified before Him? This is the one great question 
that now agitates mankind. Every human being, consciously or 
unconsciously, is seeking after the answer to this question. The 
‘savages in the interior of Africa as well as the agnostics or would-be 
atheists in our own country are striving to solve this problem. They 
all know there is a God; their conscience bears record to the exist- 
ence of God. They all, furthermore, know that in their natural con- 
dition they are not acceptable to God. So they all are at work seek- 
ing to establish peace between themselves and God. 

How do they go about this? There are the pagans, the people 
who know not of God’s revelation to mankind. They all have their 
religions and religious cults, their priests and places of worship. 
There is no tribe so barbarian as to have no religion. And though 
their gods be idols and their religion idolatry, it shows that even 
these most barbarous of barbarians are striving to solve the problem 
of winning and retaining the favor of God. How do these pagans 
seek to propitiate their gods? They have their cults and rules which 
must be obeyed. They castigate their own bodies to the very blood. 
They offer sacrifices to their gods, not stopping short even at human 
sacrifices. Thus they hope to win and to retain the favor of their 
gods. — And in the so-called Christian countries those who do not 
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lay claim to Christianity also are working on that great problem 
how to win the favor of God, though, perhaps, they will not ac- 
knowledge the fact. They either think God will not be so strict, but 
accept them as they are, or they seek to propitiate God by leading 
an honorable life, in return for which they expect to receive the 
favor of God. These also seek salvation in their works. — And how 
about those who call themselves Christians? Alas! here, too, the 
vast majority hope to gain heaven by their own works, by following 
the Golden Rule, Do unto others as you would have them do unto 
you. Go ask the average man how he hopes to be saved, and he will 
answer, Live right, do right, and you will obtain the favor of God. 
Thus the universal answer of mankind to the question, How can 
man, the sinner, be justified and saved? is this: By his own efforts, 
by his own works. 

Now what does God’s Word declare concerning this answer? 
It is very important to know this, for God alone is the judge of who 
may enter heaven and who not. God’s Word is very emphatic and 
explicit on this point. Our text says, man is justified ‘‘without the 
deeds of the Law.’’ That is the conclusion the apostle reaches. He 
draws the conclusion from his entire preceding argumentation, say- 
ing: ‘‘Therefore we conclude that a man is justified ... without the 
deeds of the Law.’’ Scriptures bluntly declare: ‘‘By the works of the 
Law shall no flesh be justified,’ Gal.2,16. Yea, more, they declare: 
‘“‘As many as are of the works of the Law,” 7. e., seek salvation by 
their own works, “are under the curse,’’ Gal. 3, 10. That is plain 
language. Any child of average intelligence can understand its 
meaning. And it is equally plain why those who seek their salva- 
tion in the works of the Law are under the curse. Remember, God 
demands a perfect obedience to His Law. ‘‘Be ye therefore perfect, 
even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect,’’ Matt. 5, 48. 
This is what God demands, perfect obedience, perfect love and, fear 
of Him. But where is the man that can render such an obedience? 
Must we not all confess: ‘‘All our righteousnesses,’’ even our very 
best works, ‘‘are as filthy rags,’’ Is. 64,6? But God is not and can- 
not be satisfied with such a spurious, counterfeit obedience. He de- 
mands perfect obedience. And therefore He must pronounce the 
curse upon all those who seek to stand before Him in their own 
works. Those who seek salvation in their works do not obtain it. 
They remain under the curse of God. And whosoever teaches men 
to seek salvation in whole or in part by the works of the Law leads 
men not to heaven, but to eternal perdition. 

And now let us apply this truth. The purpose of this church 
is the glory of God and the salvation of sinners. If this purpose is 
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to be attained, if sinners are to be led to heaven here, then the doc- 
trine of salvation by the works of the Law must scrupulously be ex- 
cluded from this church. Never a word must be heard here that 
could lead a poor sinner to think that he must or could in any way 
by his own efforts or works win the favor of God and eternal salva- 
tion. If salvation by man’s own efforts should ever be preached 
here, and be it ever so subtly, then this church would no longer 
serve the purpose for which it had been built, and the sooner it 
would be reduced to a pile of debris the better it would be for all 
concerned. For then it would not serve to magnify the glory of 
God and to save sinners, nay, it would rob God of His highest glory 
and lead sinners to eternal perdition. This church would then no 
longer be a portal of heaven, but a portal of hell. O may that day 
never come! Yea, from this preserve us, dear Father in heaven! 


Il. 


To magnify the glory of God, to save sinners, that is the pur- 
pose of this church. When shall this purpose be attained? To this 
question our text secondly replies: When salvation by faith alone 
is taught and preached within its walls. 

By the works of the Law no flesh shall be justified. How, then, 
can man be saved? Is there any hope for him? His is a desperate 
case. As far as man himself is concerned there is no hope for him. 
Eternal damnation stares him in the face. And yet, there is a way 
that leads to salvation. Which is it? Our text says: “ Therefore 
we conclude that a man is justified BY FAITH.’’ And several verses 
before our text the apostle says: We are ‘‘justified freely by His 
grace.’’ And again Scriptures declare: ‘‘By grace ye are saved 
through faith,’’ Eph. 2,8. Grace and faith save us. By grace, that 
means, without any merits or worthiness in us. We have not de- 
served salvation, we do not merit it. Our just desert would be eternal 
damnation. Salvation comes to us as a free gift of God, a gift which 
He bestows in spite of our unworthiness. 

And this free gift of God is ours through faith, or by faith. We 
are justified by faith. Here proud Reason will raise her voice and 
begin to argue: Faith justifies man? Man is to obtain by believing 
what he cannot obtain by working? Simply to believe will suffice 
to gain salvation? Impossible! My friends, those who argue thus 
do not yet know what faith is. Faith is not what many believe it 
to be. Faith is not a product of human reasoning or speculation, 
not any human opinion or belief. Nor is this saving faith to know 
and acknowledge as truth what Scriptures say of Christ and His 
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work. If that were faith, then Satan himself would have faith and 
be an exemplary Christian, James 2,19. One may know the entire 
Bible by heart, and accept every word as true, and still not have 
faith. The very essence of faith is firm confidence and reliance upon 
Jesus-and His merits. To believe is to be firmly convinced that God 
is gracious unto me, a poor, miserable sinner, and forgives me all 
my sins and transgressions for the sake of Jesus Christ, His be- 
loved Son. 

And what has Christ done for us to cause faith, 7. e., reliance 
upon Him and His merits, to protect us against the divine wrath 
and save us? Oh, do but look into the Scriptures. They tell us 
why the Son of God was made man. He came ‘to save that which 
was lost.’ He became man, was ‘‘made under the Law, to redeem 
them that were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption 
of sons,” Gal. 4,5. He came to take the place of sinful man, to 
atone for man’s sins, and to work out for him eternal righteousness. 
And Jesus has accomplished what He had undertaken. ‘Christ 
hath redeemed us from the curse of the Law, being made a curse 
for us,’’ Gal. 3,13. When He hung upon the cursed tree, and cried 
out in the utmost anguish of His soul: ‘‘My God, my God, why 
hast Thou forsaken me?’’ He was made a curse for us. Then were 
the vials of divine wrath poured out upon Jesus. Then was the 
divine judgment executed, the verdict: ‘The soul that sinneth, it 
shall die,’’ Ezek. 18, 20. Christ did die. Under the most cruel tor- 
tures, amidst the jeering and scoffing of that howling mob of fren- 
zied Jews He shed His life-blood and died; died for us, died in 
atonement for our sins. The punishment we had deserved was 
meted out upon Jesus. The blood of this innocent Man was shed 
in place of the guilty. 

And His blood was sufficient to atone for the sins of the world. 
Remember, Jesus Christ is the Son of God. He is God in the fullest 
and truest sense of the word, God’s only-begotten Son. His blood 
is the blood of the Son of God, and this ‘‘cleanseth us from all 
sin,’’ 1 John 1,7. Be the stain of sin and guilt ever so black, 
ever so deep, the blood of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, removes 
it, so that not a trace of it remains. The debt of guilt has been 
stricken from God’s record by the blood of Christ. ‘‘In Him we 
have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins,”’ 
Col. 1, 14. 

And now God has commanded this redemption, this pardon, 
the forgiveness of sins, to be proclaimed in all the world, unto every 
creature. And He urgently and earnestly invites all sinners: “Come, 
for all things are now ready.’’ The board of grace and forgiveness 
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isspread. Only come, do come, and partake ofit. Nothing remains 
for you to do but to take what I offer you free of charge, salvation 
by the blood of my dear Son, Jesus Christ. 


No price is demanded, the Savior is here; 
Redemption is purchased, salvation is free. 


And faith seizes this. Faith trusts and relies implicitly upon 
this message of grace and salvation. It argues thus: This is a mes- 
sage of my God. It is absolute truth. I may firmly rely upon it. 
And it means me, for I, too, am a sinner and lost. So Christ re- 
deemed, purchased, and won me also. Because He suffered and 
died for me, I need not suffer the pangs of hell, the torments of dam- 
nation. Because He atoned perfectly for my sins, I need make no 
atonement. All demands of divine justice have been complied with. 
In Christ I died unto sin. For ‘‘if One died for all, then were all 
dead,’’ 2 Cor.5,14. Therefore, in Christ I am just and righteous, 
pleasing and acceptable to God. Behold, that is faith. 

And such faith saves. For Christ Himself declares: ‘‘God so 
loved the world,’’ etc. And again: ‘‘He that believeth and is bap- 
tized shall be saved.’ Behold, that is the way of salvation taught 
by Scriptures over against the way taught by man, viz., salvation 
by faith in Christ Jesus without the works of the Law. This is the 
way that really leads to salvation, while the way of the works leads 
to eternal damnation. 

Let me here answer a common objection. When people hear 
that salvation is by faith, without the works of the Law, they will 
say, May, then, a man live as he pleases in this world? Is there no 
room in this plan of salvation for good works? Who said a man 
might live as he pleases? There is ample room for good works in 
the plan of salvation by grace, through faith in Christ Jesus, more 
room than you will ever be able to fill out. Saving faith is like a 
fire. Where there is fire, there, necessarily, also is heat. And where 
there is faith, there, necessarily, also are good works. Faith isa pure 
fountain-head from which the stream of good works flows as natu- 
rally and necessarily as water from the spring. If you really believe 
that you are saved without your own works, simply by the grace and 
mercy of God, for the sake of the holy, precious blood of Christ and 
His innocent suffering and death, sheer gratitude will move you 
henceforth to live not unto yourself, but unto Him who died for you 
and rose again. Thus there is ample room for good works. 

And now remember, the outspoken purpose for which this church 
has been erected is to magnify the glory of God and to save sinners. 
Very well. Then salvation by grace, through faith, and that alone, 
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must be preached therein. Salvation by faith magnifies the glory of 
God. What a wise God it must be that found a way to save the sin- 
ner without sacrificing His justice and holiness! How praiseworthy 
must be the name of Him who spared not His only-begotten Son, 
but delivered Him up for us all, for His enemies! Where else could 
such love without bound and measure be found as is this love of God 
to a world lost in sin? — Salvation by faith, furthermore, really saves 
sinners. For ‘‘to him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that 
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness,” 
Rom. 4,5. And ‘he that believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
life,’’ John 3, 36. 

When, therefore, my friends, will this church attain its object, 
the glory of God and the salvation of sinners? Evidently then, and 
only then, when salvation by grace through faith in Christ Jesus is 
taught therein. Oh, may this church ever remain true to its lofty 
purpose. May it ever resound with the praises of God, of His love 
and wonderful works. May it ever be and remain a place where sin- 
ners heavy laden with sin and guilt may find peace and rest in the 
blood of the Lamb which was slain for us. May it ever resound with 
the sweet comfort: ‘‘God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them,’’ 2 Cor. 5, 19. 
Then this church will attain its true purpose, the glory of God and 
the salvation of sinners. It will be a house of God, a portal of 
heaven. This grant us, dear Father in heaven! Amen. 


Tuero. BUNDENTHAL. 


a 


Sermon on 2 Tim. 3, 15—17. 


The book which lies before me is, I hope, known to all of you, 
my friends. I take it that your coming hither means that you like 
this book, for you knew, before you came, that this book would be 
used here. In fact, you would think it strange if any other book 
than this should be used in our worship. You will all agree that 
Christian worship without this book is impossible. 

Whence did this book come? What is its purpose? Where 
was it made, and why was it made? These are questions, not of 
mere idle curiosity, but of great importance to all who value truth. 
You know that bookmaking, especially modern bookmaking, has 
produced a great many pernicious books. Some are so bad, that 
the authors themselves have withheld their names, and have left 
their readers in doubt as to their origin. Others have soon been for- 
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gotten after they had been published. They were useless books. 
Still others have been published for temporary needs or for certain 
localities only. The Bible differs from all these and other books. 
I desire to briefly explain to you this evening 


THE HOLY BIBLE. 
I. Its origin; II. Its purpose. 


I. 


The particular Bible which I am using in this service was 
printed in the city of London in the year 1884. It was printed by 
the British and Foreign Bible Society. This society, however, was 
founded in London in the year 1804. I notice, furthermore, that 
the Society states that in this Bible we have merely a translation. 
The Bible was not originally written in English, but in two lan- 
guages which are now understood and spoken only by a very lim- 
ited number of people. In fact, the languages in which the Bible 
was originally written have died out. We call them dead lan- 
guages. The first part of the Bible, which is the older, was written 
in the Hebrew language. This was the language spoken 2500 to 
4000 years ago by the Jews. The second part of the Bible, which 
was written about 1850 years ago, was written in the Greek lan- 
guage. Greek was at that time the leading language of the world. 
These figures will give you an idea as to the age of the book. There 
are only a very few other books that are as old as the most recent 
portions of the Bible; and there is no book in the world now that 
can be proven to be as old as the first parts of the Bible. You can 
safely say that the Bible is the oldest book in the world. 

What we are reading in English to-day was read 1850 years 
ago in Hebrew by a young pastor in the city of Ephesus in Asia 
Minor. His name was Timothy, and he had learned to read, and 
had studied this book, when he was but a small boy. His grand- 
mother Lois and his mother Eunice had taught him this book. It 
was even then an old book. For persons long dead at that time had 
been reading this book. The world had undergone vast changes 
since the time this book began to be written. Whole nations had 
passed away. New nations had sprung up to take their places. Cities 
had been destroyed so utterly that their site could not be told. But 
this book had outlived all changes. Like a granite rock it stood 
silently towering above the wreck of time and saw the generations 
of men come and go. 

Who made this book? A book that was so long awriting could 
not, of course, have been written by one man. When the last line 
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of this book was written, the man who first began to write it was 
dead nearly two thousand years. As we turn over page after page in 
this book we find the names of a great many men placed at the head 
of the various portions of this book. These men, from Moses to 
John, we consider the writers of this book. But why were not the 
various sections of this book kept separate according to their differ- 
ent writers? The answer is given in our text in these words: ‘‘All 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God.’ That means that the 
Bible, though written by a number of different writers, is neverthe- 
less a unit. It has but one author, and that is God. The writers 


were merely the penmen, the clerks of God. They wrote not their ~ 


own thoughts or words, but the thoughts which God gave them 
to think and the words which He suggested to them when they 
sat down to write. And since God inspired all the writers of 
the Scripture alike, it is proper that their joint writings, when 
they were finished, should be bound together in one volume and 
called by one name the Bible, 7. e., the Book, namely, the Book 
of God. 

What does this term inspiration signify? Literally understood, 
it means ‘‘breathing into.’’ When God had formed the body of 
man out of the dust of the ground, He breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life, and thus man became a living soul. The dull, dead 
lump of clay had become inspired, and moved with a wonderful dis- 
play of life. In a similar manner the writers of the Bible were in- 
spired. The intention to write did not exist in them before they 
began to write, nor had they any idea as to what they were going to 
write when they began to write. But in some unmistakable manner 
they felt themselves seized and urged to take up their pens, and 
thoughts for which they could not account by their former knowl- 
edge came rushing into their minds and were shaping themselves 
into words under the same impulse that moved them to write. And 
when their writing was finished, it would happen, especially to the 
prophets who foretold coming events, that they read with wonder 
the things that had flown from their pen, and could not quite grasp 
their full meaning. Somebody, as it were, had been dictating to 
them; their fingers, their memory, their mind, their judgment had 
indeed been used in the operation, but at the same time they felt 
that they were not independent in what they thought and wrote. 
Peter states as much when he says: ‘‘Holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost.’’ And Paul asserts that even 
the choice of words in which the writers of Scriptures had to express 
themselves were not left to their option; he says of himself and the 
other apostles: ‘‘These things we speak, not in the words which 


= 


SERMON ON 2 TIM. 8, 15—17. 139 


man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth.’”’ Ac- 
cordingly, we need not feel astonished to read in the First Epistle 
of Peter a statement like this: ‘‘Of this salvation the prophets 
have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace 
that should come unto you: searching what or what manner of 
time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it 
testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that 
should follow.’ 

That, my friends, is what inspiration signifies; and it is due 
to this wonderful act of God that we can claim for the Holy Bible 
divine authorship. It is the only book written under the personal 
direction, supervision, and guidance of God. Therefore this Book 
can assume to speak of things that no reason has ever reached or 
willever reach, and it dare speak with an authority which no merely 
human writing can ever claim. This Book takes us to the morning 
dawn ofthe world, and narrates in simple but striking language how 
God made heaven and earth and all that therein is in six days by 
His word out of nothing. And again it takes us to the closing 
hour of all time, and shows us the horrors and the glories of the day 
of doom. This Book reveals a wisdom which no philosophy has 
ever dreamed of; it lays bare the condition of the human heart in 
the many perplexities and vicissitudes of earthly life, and speaks 
of everlasting hopes and of never-ending fears. This Book has in 
many striking instances foretold coming events so minutely, that 
there could be no doubt concerning them. And it has been accom- 
panied by many signs and wonders in those whom God had chosen 
to be His penmen. Yea, thousands have also felt its wonderful 
power upon their own hearts, and have known and confessed this 
Book to be, in verity and truth, the oracles of God. This Book is 
true from cover to cover. There is not a mistake in it, the claims 
to the contrary of scoffers and infidels, who have read but not 
understood it, notwithstanding. 


II. 


And now what is the purpose of the Bible? Each book has a 
certain aim, and, ifitis really a good and useful book, it supplies 
a certain want. We have for general information on almost any 
subject within the range of human knowledge our large and small 
encyclopedias. Dictionaries tell us the meaning and application of 
the words in a language. We have books on the various branches 
of science, on history, on art, on the various industries. Besides 
these there are books which tend to the cultivation of the mind, and 
books for mere pastime. Which of these purposes does the Bible 


140 SERMON ON 2 TIM. 3, 15—17, 


serve? Not any ofthem, my friends. There is history in the Bible, 
and it is all correct; there are facts from the realm of nature told in 
it, and they are true; there is poetry in the Bible, and it is the sub- 
limest there is; there are beautiful stories in the Bible that touch 
the heart as no other stories do; there are rules for good conduct in 
the Bible, and better rules were never written. But over and above 
these things the Bible aims at one purpose which is peculiar to it 
alone, and for which alone it was written. Our text says of the 
Scriptures which Timothy had studied from a child, that they “are 
able to make him wise unto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus.’? And then it goes on to say that the Scriptures in- 
spired by God, are ‘‘profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc- 
tion, for instruction in righteousness; that the man of God may be 
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.’’ That, then, is 
the grand object for which the Bible was written and the one pur- 
pose which it wants to serve: it wants to save men. It is the book 
of salvation. Everything in the Bible, no matter of what it speaks, 
has some connection with this chief and foremost object. 

Because it wants to save men, the Bible is very clear and out- 
spoken about two facts: sin and grace; for on these two points the 
whole teaching of salvation turns. In order to show up sin in all its 
hideousness the Bible relates how God made man upright. It re- 
veals the perfect rule of right and wrong. That is called the Law. 
Then it tells how this rule was ruthlessly broken, and how the en- 
tire nature of man became perverted and crooked; how the under- 
standing of man was darkened, his desires became inclined to evil, 
and his will-power broken; how disease, suffering, sorrow, and 
death entered the world. And over and against these unpleasant 
and humiliating facts it relates how God so loved this sinful world 
that He gave His only-begotten Son, that all who believe in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. It tells the wonderful 
story of Christ’s living and dying. It shows how the Holy Spirit 
of God is busy by the means of grace to convert men from the error 
of their ways, to make them new men, and to lead them in patience 
and hope to a life of joy without end in heaven. That is the Gospel. 
Law and Gospel are the two teachings which make up the whole 
Bible. 

Between sin and grace the Bible places the admirable figure of 
the Son of God. He is the divinely appointed sinner’s Proxy and 
Challenger of Satan, and the victorious Conqueror over all his wiles 
and treachery, and the Harbinger of peace to sinful mankind. In 
Him the grace of God that bringeth salvation has appeared. Christ, 
the Redeemer, is the central and cardinal figure of all the Scrip- 
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tures; and Christ could well say to the Jews of His day: ‘‘Search 
the Scriptures; for in them ye think that ye have eternal life; and 
they are they which testify of me.’ The Bible is full of Christ. It 
is the Book of Christ. 

If we bear these facts in mind, my friends, we will have no 
trouble in deciding what use we must make of our Bible, if we 
would use it aright. It is not given to satisfy our curiosity about 
matters which we do not find mentioned or discussed in other 
books. It is not given to amuse us in our leisure hours. It is not 
given to educate us for a certain secular profession. Its aim is not 
to teach us to write poetry, or to teach us eloquence. The Bible has 
to do, solely and exclusively, with the concerns of our souls. It re- 
veals to the sinner his miserable condition by nature, and induces 
sorrow over it, and then it points to a blessed hope, such as no other 
book on earth holds out to the despairing sinner. It tells him that 
his transgressions have been canceled, and that he can approach the 
God, of whom he should be afraid, as he would his dear father. That 
is what the Bible is for. If we so use it, we can, like Timothy, 
through its doctrine, reproof, correction, and instruction in right- 
eousness become a perfect man of God, thoroughly furnished unto 
all good works. There will be no situation in our life so perplexing, 
so trying, so exasperating to the flesh, so full of gloom and despair, 
but what the Bible will have counsel, light, cheer, and comfort for 
us. The longer we read it, the more we try to enter into its deep 
meaning, the more will we learn to appreciate its divine origin and 
purpose. The more, too, we will be incited to thank God for this 
precious volume and be led to understand why Jesus could say to 
the people of His day: ‘‘Blessed are they that hear the Word of God 
and keep it.”? Yes, there is blessing, healing in these leaves. It is 
a treasure to the soul. It is a power for good in the life of every in- 
dividual man and of every community of people, yea, of entire na- 
tions. The reason why so many men do not feel that interest in the 
Bible which they should is, because they do not take the trouble to 
truly investigate what treasures of knowledge and wisdom are laid 
up here, and what endless glories stream from every sentence in its 
pages. Let us not commit this mistake. Let us be Bible Christians, 
Christians who know what great heritage has been given them in 
this divine Book. It can make every sinner wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. May it attain this noble 
purpose in everyone who has heard its message stated to-night. 
Amen. D. 
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Outlines for Sermons on the Gospel-Lessons. 


Tenth Sunday after Trinity. 
Luke 19, 41-—48. 

The forty years preceding the complete overthrow of the Jewish 
commonwealth and church, and the expulsion of the Jews from their 
country, in many ways resemble the forty years preceding their en- 
trance into the Holy Land and the establishment of their govern- 
ment and church. In the latter instance, God had fed them with 
manna in the desert, Ex.16,15; had given them His Law, Ex.19,9; 
had healed their diseases, Numb. 21, 9. In the former instance, the 
Son of God had come to feed them with the manna of the Gospel, 
John 6, 35; had thereby offered them the Holy Spirit, who should 
have enabled them to render true obedience to the Law, and had ex- 
hibited Himself to them on the cross as ‘‘the Man of sorrows,’’ ‘‘by 
whose stripes they were healed.’’ In both instances the Jews had 
shown themselves a stiff-necked race, but their obstinacy became 
most pronounced in the days of Christ. God was now about to cast 
them out of their country. In view of the impending judgment Christ 
is moved to tears over the doomed city.—On two other occasions 
Christ is said to have wept, John 11, 35. Hebr. 5,7. At Lazarus’ 
tomb He wept for the dead, on the cross for sinners; here, for those 
who wished to remain sinners. 

_ THE TEARS OF CHRIST. 

I. They are precious tears. 

a. Precious, because of the Person weeping. They are not the 
meaningless tears of a child, nor the easily excited tears of a woman, 
nor the tears of a strong man who is rarely moved, nor the tears of 
a person in high station who seldom weeps in public, but the tears 
of God’s only Son. 

b. Precious, because of the office of the Person weeping. A king 
of Israel and a Eprophot had wept before over Israel’s sin, 2 Sam. 
15, 30. 2 Kings 8, 11. Here is a greater King and Prophet than 
David and Elisha. 

c. Precious by comparison: Ps. 56, 10. (Sir. 35, 18 f.) 

II. They are expressive tears. 

a. They express pain and sorrow. By His divine omniscience 
He foresees His passion in this city, the grievous and crying sins 
of its inhabitants, the coming civic calamities, the eternal punish- 
ment. — Thus a dying father weeps over the wayward son at his bed- 
side. Comp. Gen. 26, 35; 27,46. Also David’s grief over the death 
of Absalom, 2 Sam. 18, 33. 
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b. They express pitying love. So the tears of Christ were in- 
terpreted at the tomb of Lazarus, John 11, 35 f. There is greater 
cause so to interpret the tears of Christ here: Christ does not weep 
over Himself, but over the Jews and their children. Like Joseph, 
Gen. 45, He cannot restrain Himself. Compassion, yearning, deep 
love, speak from these tears. (Scipio Africanus wept at the sight of 
the ruins of Carthage, Caesar, when beholding the head of Pompey.) 
Before the blood of the Jews was shed, the tears of the Son of God 
were shed. Therefore: ‘‘Behold how He hath loved them!’’ 

Ill. They are effective tears. 

a. The tears of the pastor ‘‘unprofitable’’ for his people, Hebr. 
13,17. Prophets had wept over this people before, Is. 33,7. God 
now beholds the ‘‘Teacher come from heaven’’ weep over this rene- 
gade nation and is moved to righteous retribution. 

b. Christ strongly testifies by these tears that He is still will- 
ing to help such as will accept help. Comp. Ezek. 33, 11. Jer. 31, 20. 
The Calvinist decree of eternal reprobation cannot stand before these 
tears, unless they are regarded as crocodile’s tears. 

c. These tears move to repentance. Tears are that eye-salve, 
Rey. 3,18. Weare told to weep for our sin, Joel 2,12. God regards 
such tears, Ps. 6,9. Is. 38,5, on account of the tears of Christ. 

d. Christ has by His tears obtained for us everlasting joy, just as 
by His death He has brought life and immortality to light for us, and 
just as He became poor, that by His poverty we might be made rich. 

e. The tears of Christ comfort us in the hour of weeping. What 
if we are ‘‘fed with the bread of tears’’! Ps. 80,6. The Son of God 
has eaten the same bread. Moreover, Is. 25,8. Rev. 7, 17. 

f. These tears teach us compassion, Col. 3, 12. Rom. 12, 15. 
AveusTInE: ‘‘Fleyit Christus, quia flere nos docuit.’’ 


The last part might be treated in a separate sermon, thus: 
THE TEARS OF CHRIST A POWERFUL LESSON. 
I. They teach us repentance from sin; 


Il. They teach us to believe in the gracious forgiveness of sin; 
III. They teach us compassion with the sorrowing. D. 


Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity. 
Luxe 17, 11—19. 

Christ our Physician, Matt. 9, 12. Comp. Ex. 15,26. He heals 
all diseases, Ps. 103, 3. John 7, 23 (‘‘every whit whole’’). No dis- 
ease is incurable for Him. He is always ready when called; He re- 
quires no large fee; He makes no mistake in diagnosing or in treat- 
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ing a malady. He cures body and soul.— Even a good physician 
cannot effect a cure, if the patient does not obey instructions and 
submit to the treatment. 


CHRISTIAN CONDUCT DURING ILLNESS REQUIRES: 

I. Repentance. 

a. The lepers approach Christ confessing their misery and ac- 
knowledging their guilt (‘‘have mercy,’’ v. 13). 

b. All human ills effects of sin. General statements: Lev. 
26,16. Deut. 28,22. Ps. 39,11; 107,17. Special instances: Numb. 
12, 2.10, Miriam; 2 Kings 5, 22. 27, Gehazi; 2 Kings 26, 18 ff., Uz- 
ziah ; 1Cor. 11, 30, frivolous Corinthians. — Effects of intemperance, 
anger, lewdness well known. 

c. Hence, Christ to the palsied, Matt. 9, 2: ‘‘thy sins;’’ to the 
cured sufferer, John 5, 14: ‘‘Sin no more.’’ Sin the root of all phys- 
- ical ills. 

Il. Faith. 

a. Trust in God. The lepers, though condemned by their own 
heart, 1 John 3, 20, and under baffling restrictions by the Law, Lev. 
13, 46, believed that He who had helped others, Matt. 9, 12, and 
who had called the suffering unto Him, Matt. 11, 28, could also help 
them; they ‘‘believed against hope,’’ Rom. 4, 18. In sickness let 
us seek the mercy-seat, Rom. 3, 25. 

b. Earnest prayer: aa. by the sick himself; these lepers prayed, 
y. 18; Hezekiah, Is. 38, 2; David, Ps. 38, 5. 7. 8. 9; bb. by his 
friends; Lazarus’ sisters, John 11,3. James 5, 14.—Such prayer 
prevails, Matt. 18, 19. James 5, 15. 

c. Kind considerateness. The lepers ‘‘stood afar off,’’ as the 
Law required them to do, so as not to infect others. Illness ex- 
plains, but does not justify, rude speech and acts on the part of the 
sick. The sick Christian must not only want to receive, but also to 
show, kindness. 

d. Humble patience. The lepers were sent to the priests for 
examination. That seemed to delay their cure, but they did not 
grumble or doubt: ‘‘as they went, they were cleaned.’”’ God some- 
times helps forthwith, Is. 65, 24. Matt. 8,3. Ps.21, 2,3; but some- 
times He seems tardy in helping, 2 Kings 5, 11, for good reasons, 
Hab. 2,3. Hebr. 10, 36. Ps. 9, 9. 

e. Heartfelt gratitude. aa. The lack of gratitude reproved by 
Christ in the case of the nine: Is. 26,16; bb. gratitude extolled in 
Christ’s praise of the Samaritan. The sick should pray not only 
during, but also after theirillness, and show by their deeds of kind- 
ness, that they know who the Physician is that cured them, and 
whom they ought to pay, though they never can pay Him. OD. 
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